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òPolitics - good politics - is public service. There is 
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opportunity to serve his community or his country.ó
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The Institute of Public Policy seeks to enhance knowledge and 
understanding of public policy issues relevant to Missouri citizens by 

conducting objective research and facilitating public dialogue.
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Since its inception in 2001, the Institute of Public Policy has increased its staff from the initial two to 
six full time staff, two senior faculty fellows, and several part-time graduate research assistants. The 
breadth and volume of its productivity has increased correspondingly. Institute staff expect to build on 
this foundation in the years to follow.

The major research and public service activities of the Institute are summarized on pages 2-8. The 
Institute houses the Missouri Legislative Academy, a University of Missouri project with a special 
focus on the General Assembly. The activities of the Missouri Legislative Academy (MLA) are 
summarized on pages 9 and 10. The Institute also provides services through grants and contracts to 
the State of Missouri. Activities on grants and contracts for 2004-2005 are outlined on page 18. As an 
entity within the Truman School of Public Affairs, the Institute provides services to the School which 
are summarized on page 19. 

Barton Wechsler
Director, Truman School of Public Affairs



This report summarizes the activities of the Institute of Public Policy and Legislative Academy for 
the year, including the Instituteôs partnerships and its research, service activities, and provides other 
Institute related news. The report of activities and accomplishments is organized around the four 
tenets of the Instituteôs vision:

Å Assisting public ofý cials by providing information to support policy decisions;
Å Encouraging public dialogue on these public policy issues;
Å Providing an interdisciplinary linkage to the policy relevant resources of the University; and
Å Conducting objective analyses on important  policy issues.

Assisting public ofý cials:
Å Conducted a three day training program for newly elected Missouri Senators.

Å Sponsored a Telecommunications Symposium for legislators in cooperation with the MU
Alumni Association.

Å Wrote 28 reports for distribution to policymakers and others.

Encouraging public dialogue:
Å More than 16 newspapers and radio stations incorporated Institute research into news articles,
with the assistance of the University of Missouri Media Ofý ce.

Å Chaired a panel and served as a discussant at the Midwest Political Science Association. 

Å Sponsored the statewide State Treasurerôs Conference.

Providing interdisciplinary linkage:
Å Cosponsored the MU Lifespan Development Initiative Symposium and Poster Session on
campus.

Å Participated in the planning and presentation of  the annual University of Missouri Cambio de
Colores Conference.

Conducting objective analysis on important policy issues:
Å Published three articles in refereed journals with six articles forthcoming.

Å Presented research ý ndings at over 12 academic conferences including the American Political 
Science Association Meeting; International Conference on Alcohol, Drugs, and Trafý c Safety;
Colloquium on Convergence and Divergence in North America: Canada and the United States;
Association for Politics and Life Sciences; Society for Disability Studies; Midwest Political 
Science Association; and Western Social Science Association.

Å Submitted 15 proposals for external funding to organizations such as the Missouri Department
of Health and Senior Services, the Missouri Secretary of State, the Missouri Ofý ce of State
Courts Administrator, and the Federal Transportation Research Board.

Overview of  2004-2005
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In its 2001 report to the Board of Curators, the Stakeholder Advisory Committee, which 
recommended the creation of the Institute, identiý ed the need for focused research and 
analytic decision support to assist public ofý cials at all levels. The Stakeholder Committeeôs 
recommendations are included in the Strategic Plan of the Truman School of Public Affairs as 
objectives of the school. These objectives include developing policy products (such as briefs 
and reports), holding forums and other public discussions of policy issues, and conducting 
policy related research. The Institute meets these objectives through the Legislative Academy 
and other public service and outreach activities.

David Valentine continues to serve as the Director of the Missouri Legislative Academy, a 
project of the University of Missouri System.  In addition to authoring technical reports for 
legislators, he edits invited publications for the Missouri Legislative Academy.  This year the 
Missouri Legislative Academy published nine reports and ý ve invited papers from University 
of Missouri researchers and outside experts.

In addition, the Institute responds to requests for assistance from public 
ofý cials.  During the last year, the Institute responded to requests of 
public ofý cials about child safety restraints, the Hancock amendment, 
and more than 35 other requests. 

Assisting Public Ofþ cials

Å Ofý ce of the State Treasurer

Å Joint Committee on Legislative Research

Å Members of the General Assembly

Å Missouri Juvenile Justice Association

Å Central Missouri Humane Society

Å Missouri Hospital Association

Å Missouri Autism Advisory Council

Å Ofý ce of State Courts Administrator

Å Missouri Department of Social Services

Providing Service
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Above: 
Mark Mathers, Director of  Investments for 
the Ofý ce of the Missouri State Treasurer, 
speaks with conference participant at the 
2004 State Treasurers Conference.

Above: 
David Valentine 
speaks with Truman 
School alumni at the 
Alumni Board Meet-
ing April 2005.



Encouraging Public Dialogue

The Instituteôs commitment to public dialogue is rooted in the concept that it is only by 
talking with others that one gains an understanding of the basis for differing opinions, an 
understanding that enables people to see areas of agreement and identify mutually beneý cial 
solutions. 

Telecommunications Symposium
David Valentine and the MU Alumni Association organized a 
symposium on November 8, 2004 on trends and opportunities 
in telecommunications. The keynote speaker, Anthony Ferrugia, 
was  a Vice President of AG Edwards. Representatives Rex 
Rector and Mike Sutherland chaired sessions while Ric Telthorst, 
President of the Missouri Telecommunications Industry 
Association and MU Truman School graduate, described the 
evolving statutory and regulatory climate. Other speakers 

discussed converging technologies and implications of the changing telecommunications 
landscape for consumers and local governments.

State Treasurers Conference
This year, the Institute of Public Policy, in 
collaboration with the Ofý ce of the Missouri 
State Treasurer and the Missouri County 
Treasurers Associations held Investing Pub-
lic Funds in the 21st Century. The event 
featured national speakers in the areas of 
public ý nance representing companies such 
as JP Morgan/Chase, Merrill Lynch, and US 
Bank. Speakers included Linda Luebbering, 
State of Missouri Budget Director, and  Nan-
cy Farmer, Missouri State Treasurer. Over 

200 public ý nance of-
ý cers from around the 
state attended the two 
day event.

Selected Media Contacts
Enhancing Trafý c Safety with a Primary Enforcement 

Seat Belt Law (Richardson)
Å MetroNews, St. Louis, MO, February 25, 2005

Å KBIA Radio, Columbia, MO, February 25, 2005
Å Columbia Missourian, March 1, 2005 & others

Term Limits & Gender in the Missouri General 
Assembly (Valentine)

Å Sedalia Democrat & others, January 9, 2005Sedalia Democrat & others, January 9, 2005Sedalia Democrat
Å KBNN Radio, Lebanon

Recycling Industry Plays Key Role in Missouri Economy 
(Ulmer)

Å Banner Press, February 23, 2005
Å News Dispatch, March 3, 2005 & others

State Government Operations (Valentine)
Å Jefferson City News Tribune, November 21, 2004 
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Left: Graduate student Jean Schumacher introduces a speaker at the annual State 
Treasurers Conference.

Above: Conference participants.
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Transdisciplinary Research on Energetics and Cancer (TREC)

Several members of the Institute (Mosley, Richardson, and Stokes) worked with a cross-
campus group comprised of more then 10 departments to produce a proposal to the National 
Cancer Institute focusing on the connection between cancer and obesity. The Institute and 
Truman School were responsible for the Communications and Public Policy component  
which involved  translating the research ý ndings to a diverse set of audiences, including 
policymakers. 

Providing an Interdisciplinary Linkage

The Institute assists others in the academic community to focus on policies of relevance 
to their research interest. The Institute also helps members of the academic community 
structure their written and oral presentations in a way that communicates effectively to those 
in  policymaking positions. 
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Transportation Policy

The Institute has started a collaboration with the University of Missouri College of Engineer-
ing and the Missouri Transportation Institute (MTI) at the University of Missouri-Rolla on 
trafý c safety research. Lilliard Richardson has been working with Charlie Nemmers, Direc-
tor of the Transportation Infrastructure Center in the College of Engineering, and William 
Ankner, Director of the Missouri Transportation Institute, to conduct academically grounded 
research on trafý c safety policy that will produce information useful to policymakers in the 
Missouri Department of Transportation, the state legislature, and local government.

In addition, representatives from the College of Engineering, the Missouri Transportation 
Institute and the Institute of Public Policy are exploring how they could work together to 

study work zone safety policies, trafý c safety performance measures, 
and customer satisfaction issues for the Missouri Department of Trans-
portation. 

Lilliard Richardson has also presented his research on seat belt laws, 
child safety seat legislation, and drunk driving policies at a transpor-
tation conference for trafý c safety engineers hosted by the College of 
Engineering.

Left: Lilliard Richardson discussing a 
policy paper with a student.


